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I will continue to consult closely with them
as our Nation responds to this threat to our
peace and security.

Senate Joint Resolution 23 recognizes the
seriousness of the terrorist threat to our Na-
tion and the authority of the President under
the Constitution to take action to deter and
prevent acts of terrorism against the United
States. In signing this resolution, I maintain
the longstanding position of the executive
branch regarding the President’s constitu-
tional authority to use force, including the
Armed Forces of the United States and re-
garding the constitutionality of the War Pow-
ers Resolution.

Our whole Nation is unalterably com-
mitted to a direct, forceful, and comprehen-
sive response to these terrorist attacks and
the scourge of terrorism directed against the
United States and its interests.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2001.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 23, approved September 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–40.

Memorandum on FY 2002 Refugee
Admissions Consultations
September 18, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 2002 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are
authorized to consult with the appropriate
committees of the Congress concerning ref-
ugee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 70,000 refugee
admissions during FY 2002, to be allo-
cated by specific region as follows:

Africa ................................................ 22,000
East Asia (including Amerasians) ... 4,000
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 3,000
Near East/South Asia ...................... 15,000
Former Soviet Union ...................... 17,000
Former Yugoslavia ........................... 9,000

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admissions numbers
to be made available for the adjust-

ment to permanent resident status of
persons who have been granted asy-
lum in the United States;

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons
in Cuba, Vietnam, and the former So-
viet Union, who, if they otherwise
qualify for admission as refugees, may
be considered refugees under the
INA even though they are still within
their country of nationality or habitual
residence.

George W. Bush

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Jacques Chirac of France
and an Exchange With Reporters
September 18, 2001

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come a good friend, a good personal friend
and a good friend of America, to the Oval
Office. It’s the first formal visit I’ve had with
any world leader since the terrible day a week
ago.

After the incident, after that day, I got a
lot of phone calls, and one of the most mean-
ingful phone calls of all was from Jacques
Chirac, who expressed his concern for the
American citizens. He expressed his desire
to stand solidly with America during this ter-
rible, terrible day.

President Chirac understands that we have
entered a new type of war. It’s a war against
people who hate freedom. And I am honored
to welcome our friend here to the Oval Of-
fice.

Welcome, sir.
President Chirac. Thank you. I’ve come

here to tell you of the emotion—the emotion
of France, of the French people, an emotion
which has no precedent in history before this
tragedy, which does not have a parallel. In-
deed, it is a tragic event, something which
is beyond crime; there are no words to qual-
ify it.

I want to tell President Bush, who is my
friend, that we stand in total solidarity. We
bring you the total solidarity of France and
the French people. It is solidarity of the
heart.
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